
Brad Nagle

Senior designer and strategist

For 15 years I’ve helped institutions make complex ideas clear, engaging, and accessible. 
I work across strategy, design, and front-end development, usually inside large groups, 
where keeping people aligned matters as much as the design itself. I build for the long 
haul, so each client’s team can run the work on their own.
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2011–present	 Sandbox Studio
	 Senior Designer and Strategist

	 Sandbox is a design studio for science and research organizations, including 
national laboratories, universities, and scientific collaborations.

	– Lead strategy and design for websites, brands, reports, and campaigns, from 
discovery through launch and support.

	– Run content and site audits, stakeholder workshops, and interviews, then turn 
what we learn into an information architecture to serve project priorities.

	– Design interfaces, brand systems, print publications, and illustration, and build 
front ends in HTML, CSS, and JavaScript, working alongside developers on 
WordPress and Drupal builds.

	– Set up publishing workflows and editor roles allowing client teams to update 
their own sites.

	– Build to WCAG standards and design for accessibility.

	 Selected projects

2016–present	 Argonne Leadership Computing Facility
	 Lead print and web design for a leading supercomputing facility, from its annual 

reports to its brand and website. Designed the 2020 site, built its live  
machine-status graphics in d3.js, and designed its user documentation system. 
Active users grew from 40,000 to 151,000 in two years.

2023–present	 2023 P5 Report
	 Designed and developed the online edition of the decadal plan for U.S. particle 

physics, live for its December 2023 release. The New York Times, Nature,  
and Science linked to it within a day, and it has drawn 74,879 views since.

2024–2026	 U.S. Fusion Outreach
	 Shaped the site’s information architecture and interface, and designed the 

Fusion Energy Week identity as a ready-made kit for partners. The audience 
grew from 13,000 to 31,000 in two years, and partners hosted 149 events.

2022–2023	 NANOGrav
	 Led strategy, design, and a brand refresh for a site launched ahead of the 

collaboration’s 2023 gravitational-wave announcement. In announcement 
week, it drew 41,000 visitors from 157 countries, 9 in 10 of them new.

2008–2011	 Freelance Design

	 Designed print, identity, and web work for Chicago clients including Magnani 
Marketing, EP Theater, and Featherproof Books.
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Strategy
content and site audits, stakeholder workshops and interviews, information 
architecture, user experience

Design
interface design, brand and identity systems, print and reports, illustration, 
information visualization

Development
HTML, CSS, JavaScript, d3.js, static site generators, GitHub-based publishing 
workflows, WCAG accessibility

Working knowledge
WordPress and Drupal theming, PHP

Tools
Figma (design systems, Dev Mode), Adobe InDesign, Illustrator, and Photoshop, 
component libraries (Fractal), Git and GitHub, Google Analytics 4,  
WAVE and screen-reader testing, Claude and Claude Code, Asana, Basecamp

University of Chicago
Argonne National Laboratory
Fermilab
NANOGrav

U.S. Department of Energy
Rice University
Symmetry Magazine
Sanford Laboratory

Chicago Design Archive, inductee
Apple featured U.S. Fusion Outreach on its education page

Bachelor of Fine Arts, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Skills

Select clients

Recognition

Education


